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scendants are now widely spread through the Union. The only criticis.n 
to be made on this valuable addition to Virginia and American genealogy, 
is that the author has, we think, assumed without sufficient proof, that 
John Hord, who was born at Ewell, England, December 29, 1664, was 
identical with the immigrant to Virginia. This probably was the fact; 
but there is no proof of it. 

Several of the family distinguished themselves in Virginia troops dur- 
ing the Revolution, and a number have been since well known citizens 
of the State; but the inclination of the Hords seems to have been to- 
wards the West, and it was there that the principal work of the family 
was done. Pioneers, Indian fighters, active as magistrates, legislators 
and judges in new States, and as leading business men and farmers, 
their history affords a most interesting study of the manner in which 
one family has helped to build up the great West. And, on past the old 
West, 1 1 the farthest West, we find in the account of the family, the name 
of the head of the most famous manufacturing establishment in San 
Francisco. The volume also contains brief notices of the families of 
Norvell, Foote, Triplett, Ewell, Harris, and others. 

It is handsomely illustrated by thirty-two portraits, views, &c. 

The Willis Family of Virginia. By Byrd Charles Willis and Rich- 
ard Henry Willis, M. A., Ph. D. Richmond, Va. Whittet and 
Shepperson. 

These gentlemen have made another useful contribution to Virginia 
genealogy, in an attractive volume of one hundred and fifty-six pages. 

The Willis coat of arms with its noble motto,. " Defend the Right," is 
the frontispiece of the book itself. The American Willises are of Eng- 
lish extraction, and as we read we conclude that notwithstanding the 
connection across the water is not absolutely fixed, this good old Vir- 
ginia family must have come from English progenitors of scholarship 
and good breeding. From the first they have married into the most 
prominent Virginia families and have in every period filled eminent social 
and official positions. The Willis family is closely allied to the Wash- 
ington, Warner, Lewis, Reade, Carter, Byrd, Champe, Dangerfield, 
Burwell, Bassett, Ambler, Tayloe, Lightfoot, Thornton, Innes, Talia- 
ferro, Madison and Smith (of Shooter's Hill), families, each of which 
has mention in "The Willis Family." 

By marriage the Willises are connected with Napoleon Bonaparte and 
George Washington, and when Catharine Murat (nee Willis) was in 
London, Paris and other foreign capitals she received as much courtesy 
by reason of her kinship with Washington as she did from having mar- 
ried the nephew of the great Napoleon. 

Mr. Willis has inserted amidst his genealogies many charming anec- 
dotes which relieve the monotony of family descent. Any descendant 
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of the Willises, or any of the above mentioned families, and all students 
of Virginia genealogy would be repaid by owning this handy little vol- 



THE FIRST REPUBLIC IN AMERICA. 
To the Editor of the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography : 

In your January number of this year, I find a note by Dr. Alexander 
Brown, intended as a reply to my review in the October number of his 
" First Republic in America." I am aware of your rule to decline con- 
tinued discussions in your paper, and I yield to it the more readily, as 
Dr. Brown, in his note, has added nothing to substantiate the state- 
ments in his book, except some groundless assertions; such for instance 
as his statement, that in the passage I quoted from Hamor, the refer- 
ence was to Powhatan, and not to Ratcliffe. When an author publishes 
to the world what purports to be history, and especially when he under- 
takes to discredit previously accepted history, it is the right of any one 
to examine the authorities on which he relies, and the conclusions he 
announces. This I did frankly in my review, citing reliable authority 
for my positions when I differed with Dr. Brown. I am entirely willing 
that my criticism of his book shall rest on the authorities I cited, and 
that the reader shall judge whether lam "trying to perpetuate the 
wrong" as charged, or to vindicate the truth, of our early history, 
which Dr. Brown claims he alone has undertaken. 

In one matter Dr. Brown has excited my curiosity, without gratifying 
it. At page 94 of his book, he puts into the mouth of Geo. Percy a 
statement of the alleged misconduct of Smith, in that he won to his 
side the men who came with the ship of Gates, in his contest for the re- 
tention of his authority as president until the arrival of the new charter. 
I could not find this in any published writings of Percy, and called on 
Dr. Brown to state his authority for the quotation. He replies that 
Percy's ' Relacyon ' of his service as president, is not mutilated, as Mr. 
Neill supposed, but is complete, and that his quotation is taken there- 
from, and he refers to the note at the bottom of page 96 of his book. I 
have examined this, and find it refers to certain pages of the Genesis, 
and there is nothing at those pages to show that this ' Relacyon ' exists 
in full, nor to verify the claimed extract. This ' Relacyon,' if recovered 
in full, would be a valuable contribution to Virginia History; I therefore 
request, that Dr. Brown furnish this Magazine with a copy, stating his 
authority for the text, and I am quite sure it will be published. 

W. W. Henry. 

January 2j, /890. 



